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PUBLIC SERVICE / ARES ARES: AMATEUR RADIO 
EMERGENCY SERVICE

The Coquitlam Amateur Radio Club 
(CARC) supports Guides on the Air 
(GOTA) and, as a former Brownie, it 
has always been a pleasure for me to 
volunteer as an HF operator at the 
event in February each year. We would 
host one or two Girl Guide units per 
year to tour our communications 
facilities, learn about Amateur Radio 
and the Amateur Radio Emergency 
Service, and get the girls on the air.

The most memorable HF contacts were 
with VA1YL GOTA station and with the 
USS Pampanito, a World War II Balao 
class Fleet submarine which is now a 
memorial and museum ship in San 
Francisco Maritime National Park 
Association located at Fisherman’s 
Wharf in California. The girls were so 
excited to speak to their counterparts 
in Nova Scotia and to speak to a 
submarine station.

Last year, the Coquitlam Amateur 
Radio Emergency Services Society 
(CARESS) held GOTA 2014 in the 
Heritage Museum at Leigh Square in 
Port Coquitlam. This was a much 
larger event with 72 Sparks, Brownies, 
Guides and Pathfinder attending. 

The event was such a success that it 
was decided that this 
year’s event, GOTA 
2015, would be hosted 
by Surrey Emergency 
Program Amateur 
Radio (SEPAR) for 
Surrey area Girl 
Guides. I am member 
of both CARESS and 
SEPAR and took a lead 
role in coordinating the 
events, but 
unfortunately I was 
unable to attend on 
February 21. 

The goal for SEPAR’s 
GOTA was to ensure all 
Girl Guides (Sparks, 
Brownies, Guides and 
Pathfinders) earned the 
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another Girl Guide station. In addition, Girl 
Guides can also earn the Thinking Day on 
the Air (TDOTA) badge by connecting with a 
non Girl Guide station. To realize this goal 
the plan was to schedule HF contacts with 
other GOTA stations. HF scheduled contacts 
are dependent on conditions and are not 
always successful. With that in mind the 
thought was to schedule VHF GOTA contacts 
concurrent with HF. A quick email to CARC 
to see if CARESS would be hosting GOTA 
2015 was met with a positive response and a 
VHF GOTA contact was secured.

A working relationship was quickly 
established with Marlene, the Program 
Adviser for the Fraser Skies Area Girl 
Guides via Girl Guides of Canada / Girl 
Guides of Canada BC Council. Marlene was 
very enthusiastic about GOTA and her wish 
was to see Surrey and the rest of her area 
(Delta, Langley, Abbotsford, Chilliwack and 
Hope) and also Greater Vancouver involved.

Letters of invitation were sent out to local 
Amateur Radio emergency organizations, 
whose members are cleared by the RCMP 
to work with youth. The Abbotsford Amateur 
Radio Emergency Services Society 
(AARESS) and the North Shore Emergency 
Team (NSET) joined SEPAR and CARESS. 
AARESS was subsequently stood down 
prior to the event date. 

SEPAR’s commitment in support of GOTA 
was to share its expertise, Amateur Radio 
related worksheets and interactive 
activities – which were developed for their 
Amateur Radio Community Workshops 
for Youth – with CARESS, AARESS and 
NSET (later changed to North Shore 
Amateur Radio Club). Planning support 
was also extended to Williams Lake 
GOTA on request from the Girl Guides of 
Canada BC Council. We were happy to 
be of assistance.

One frequency plan was developed for 
group use: HF and VHF (repeater, IRLP, 
Echolink and simplex). One schedule 
plan was organized incorporating outside 
area contacts between our organizations.

The TDOTA United Kingdom’s station list 
(http://www.guides-on-the-air.co.uk/
station-list.html) was a great resource for 
outside area contacts. 

SEPAR worked in partnership with 
Guildford Recreation to provided Port 
Kells Hall as the event location. 

The following reports describe the Guides 
on the Air events in each area.

NSARC:

The North Shore ARC hosted a Guides 
on the Air station on Saturday afternoon 
from 1 to 5 pm. Under the leadership of 
Gordon Passmore, VA7GAP, the Club 
hosted a total of 68 Brownies and Guides 
as well as two younger brothers (Beavers) 
who snuck in when we were not watching!

Radio traffic was HF and VHF, simplex 
and repeater. Most of the girls made at 
least one contact and some made 
several. Other activities were Morse code 
and the phonetic alphabet which the girls 
practised on the air. The average QSO 
lasted several minutes and much 
personal information was exchanged. 

The day was very successful, thanks to 
the following club members:

Keith Witney VE7KW, David Shipman, 
VA7AM and Leif Erickson, VA7CAE,  
were in the Radio Room; Tom Dunn, 
VE7TD, demonstrated Morse code; 
Donna Erickson, VA7DME, coached the 
girls with phonetics; Bob Paxton, 
VE7RPX and Igor Kusec, VE7AXO, 
coached the girls on the air; and Sally 
Finora, VA7SMF, helped with registration.
John White, VA7JW, who did yeoman 
service on 80 metres, made contact with 

CARESS event:  
Nicole, Jaida, Jaelyn, 
Julie and Serenity 
operating Morse code
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the Radio Room. Keith Witney, VE7EXH, 
Bob Allison, VE7BWC and George 
Merchant, VE7QH, among others, made 
contact with the Club station on the Club 
repeater. Other QSOs were made with 
stations over a wide area.

The event was organized by Gordon on 
behalf of the Club, but it’s success was 
due to all the Club members who gave up 
a sunny afternoon for a very worthwhile 
cause and the North Shore Guide leaders 
who were wonderful.

CARESS:

On Saturday, February 21, we hosted  
Girl Guides from the 1st & 13th Eagle 
Mountain, 8th Chimo and 1st & 3rd Hyde 
Creek units – all from the local area – for 
the annual GOTA or Guides on the Air 
event. Forty-nine Girl Guides visited our 
club facilities where we operated two 
stations: HF (15m, 20m, 40m) and VHF 
(local repeaters, simplex and IRLP).

The girls were very interested in Amateur 
Radio and eager to talk to other Girl 
Guides located across Canada and the 
US. They were very excited when we 
made a contact in Venezuela on 15 
metres. A little “mike fright” at first soon 
turned very quickly into enthusiastic 
question and answer exchanges. 

Along with the radio stations, the girls 
were taught about Morse code using 
simple exercises and they also learned 
about the phonetic alphabet.

After the event, the girls visited the 
SPARC Museum next door, where they 
were in awe of the incredible antique 
radios. Nothing but smiles, learning and 
fun by all. 

The event was a success thanks to the 
following volunteers: Marcy Lui, VE7JT 
(Event Planner/Coordinator); Paul Wagner, 
VE7TL (HF Station Operator); Gord Barker, 
VE7GVB (VHF/IRLP Station Operator); 
Richard Wodzianek, VA7RLW (Event 
Manager); and Dan Marsland, VA7DCR 
(Photographer). 

SEPAR:

SEPAR Coordinator Fred Orsetti, VE7IO:

SEPAR hosted a Guides on the Air station 
on Saturday, February 22 from 10 am to  
3 pm. This event required hours and 
hours of organization between Amateur 
Radio and Guide leaders. 

Schedules were set up and frequencies 
on HF, VHF and IRLP were identified in 
preparation for a full day with the Girl 
Guides. 

The following SEPAR members participated 
in the event: Stan, VA7NF, Al, VE7CDC, 
Peter, VE7PGX, Dixie, VA7DIX, Ion, 
VA7ION, Jay, VE7KC, Jinty, VA7JMR, 
Rob, VE7CZV, Garvin, VA7YEE and Fred, 
VE7IO. In addition, Brian Gay, also a 
SEPAR member, handled the 
photography and other activities.

All Girl Guides were checked in starting  
at 10 am by the Guide leaders and then 
were given an introduction on Amateur 
Radio and what the schedule of events 
would be. After the brief introduction the 
Girl Guides were split into two groups: 
one group operated the radios talking to 
other Girl Guides; the second group was 
again divided into two groups. These two 
groups, using handheld radios took part 
in a role play, with one group being on the 
International Space Station and the other 
being on Earth. They were provided with 
questions and answers and used Amateur 
Radio to talk to each other. Once the role 
play was completed the two groups joined 
together for an introduction to Morse 
code. Rob, VE7CZV, handled the Morse 
code lesson and within a few minutes the 
girls were sending their name using a 
practice Morse code key.

Next the two original groups changed 
places and the group that just completed 
the role play and Morse code went to the 
radios to talk with other Girl Guides. The 
girls who had been in contact with other 
Girl Guides then went to the role play 
area. 

Peter, VE7PGX, looked after the Girl 
Guides who were on the air. He gave 
them a brief outline of the role of Amateur 
Radio in emergencies, how SEPAR 

served the City of Surrey and what the 
girls would be doing when talking on the 
radios. Contact with the Coquitlam site 
and the North Shore site provided the 
girls with an opportunity to exchange 
information about their respective 
activities. Talking with other Girl Guides 
using Amateur Radio was exciting for the 
girls and provided them with an 
opportunity to acquire their badge. The 
Girl Guides at the SEPAR station were 
able to contact VE7MEP GOTA in 
Victoria, BC and also VA7JML GOTA in 
Williams Lake, BC on HF and they 
exchanged information.

Thanks to Gordon Passmore, VA7GAP, of 
the North Shore ARC/NSET and Richard, 
Wodzianek, VA7RLW, of the Coquitlam 
ARC/CARESS and their teams for 
providing our Guides with an opportunity 
to communicate using Amateur Radio. 
Thanks to Jean-Michel, VA7JML, in 
Williams Lake and to Matt, VE7MEP, in 
Victoria for their participation in the GOTA 
event. With so many able stations on the 
air, the participating Girl Guides had a 
very positive experience and most 
certainly are looking forward to next year.

By all accounts GOTA was a great 
success! Was the event a complete 
success? During debrief we found two HF 
scheduled contacts were not successful 
due to portable set up, conditions and 
frequency allocation. The remaining HF 
scheduled contacts were successful. 
We’re looking forward to a completely 
successful GOTA 2016. 

Please join us! – Marcy, VE7JT

Note: For more information on GOTA visit: 
http://www.clarayl.ca/index.php/whatisgota

SEPAR event: 3rd Clover Ridge Guides operating Morse code


